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founders. He has also discovered artidtem the Metamora Herald and thBloomington Pantagraph abo@tl Y dzSt t I NJ $Q&a Rl dz
who, you may recall, had a saw mill north of town and bgidind ran for a few yearsthe Metamora House.

The Jacksonville Connectiom 1836 a group of eleven men from mogtig Jacksonvillareaorganized the Hnover CompanylThe name Hanover
comes from a town in New Hampshire where several of the partners came from after migrating from Kentisgfsoughviewed Hanover as an
opportunity to invest in land speculatioft.was comprised obr. Warner of Bloomirtgn, Rev. William Davenport (agent), Dennis Rockwell of
Jacksonville, William Rockwell (buried in Oakwood), William Major (his mother was a Davenport), Jacofs@ags#lert came to Metamora in 1838
from Jacksonville, was a friend of Lincoln becamémaster, later studied law and became a partner with R.G. Ingerdoliin T. JoneattorneyD.P.
Henderson, J.L. Jamédsseph Taggert, arildaadsrael. Ty owned around 12,000 acres in the ar&¥hy this group focused on Hanover/Metamasa
unclear.

William Davenport, pictured left, was the agent for the Hanover Company. Mr. Davenport wa
born in Kentucky and moved to Woodford County in 1835. Davenport studied law and was
FRYAGGSR G2 GKS o6F N IS KIFR | .4 FIA3Skedanbrang
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Trustees of Eureka Colled@ornJuly 1797diedJune 1869, buried a Nebraska City, Nebra@kés
thought that Davenport School in Eureka &wed after Mr. Davenport.)

ThePast and Present of Woodford Couwntiytten in 1878 talked about William Delph. In the
MyonQaz KS odAAfild KAd K2Y&E9RYVQE KS2 DRMMPSSINK &
house was later rolled next door to itdaNNB y i t 20l GGA 2y y ®EG SHB Q4
06221 &4FAR lo02dzi aNX¥ 5SfLKd a[A1S SOSNE 21
Woodford County can boast of some rather distinguished people, past and present. Of these
will mention William H. Delph, an old settler, who came to Illinois from Lexington, Kentucky, ii
1830, and first located at Jacksonville. He had learned the trade of engineer in Kentucky, wh
vocation he followed after coming west, and was the first engirteeun a train of cars on an
lllinois railroadg a road that extended from Jacksonville to Meredosia on the lllinois River, anc
known as the@&reat Western Railroa@e relates how, on a certain occasion, the train over toc
man walking on the tragckvhom he recognized as a deaf mute livivggrby, and without stopping
or checking up his train, he walked round on tHecklo the front of the engine, and putting out his hand, pushed the man out of the way. Mr. Del|
while living at Lexington, remeers very distinctly the visit of General La Fayette to that place, during his tour of the U.S. in 1825. He was made
t2adYradsSNI G aSilrY2Nr o6& ' oNIKFEY [AyO2fys a 2FFAOSNK®aidfiéiR dzy
March, 1883. He is buried in Oakwood Cemetery.

SamuelSlaymakeParke Samueglaged 24and his brother George came to Hanover in 1836 from Pennsylt@ainguer the wilderness and
establish civilization in the wilds of lllindig¢ K SANJ FANERG Y208 4+ a (2 o0dAftR F &akF¢g YAff YR
LI a0 dz2NBé¢ o0& W/ @ LNBAYID LYy wmy o ¢gMakaKellagh wWigenbther was aiR0k&ed tiey o8dd Dtk & IxdallF N
cabin at the sawmill. Samuel became the postmaster in 1839 and mail was dropped off at the sawmill for a short time.I$tethefirat surveyor of
Woodford County. Around 1843 he began building the Metamora House, which his family ran for several years

Samuel and William Rockwell won the contract to build the Courthouse, but subbed it out to Davidvhaibgilt the Courthouse.
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andthe Metamora House. SHendlytold the story about seeing Lincoln at the Metamora House.
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from paying real estate taxes.


https://www.facebook.com/metamorahistory/?fref=ts

URS. MARY PARKE EVANS
TELLS OF DAY SHE SAT
UPON LINCOLN'S KNEE

fidow of Major Rollo N. Evans,
of Bloomington, Remembers
That the Great Emancipator
Told Her That She Was a
Mighty Fine Little Girl—Her
Father, Samuel Parke, Was

Toore s g P

Mary was a featured speaker at the August 19, 1915 Old Settlers
celebration recalling her youth in Metamor&lerspeechis scamed
belowfrom the Metamora Heralderbatim

ltwasdi 2 AYUGSNBalAy3a GKIFIG 68 RARYC
included in its entirety. Her command of the language is ttgr.
memory is sharpHer wonder at the advances from 1840 to 1915 are
wonderful. The reader will come away with a fewe of justhow great
FYR aA3yATAOIYyG GKS OKIy3aSa ¢Sl
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she delivered her recollection.

The picture at the right was taken by the Bloomington Pantagrafter
finishing school in Metamora, Mary was sent to Bloomington to finisk

Then Proprictor of a Hotel in
Metamora, Where Lincoln
Stopped When in That Vicin-
ity~—Mrs. Evans Recalls the
Mexican and Civil War
Periods and Remembers the
Sorrowful Scenes Enacted
When the Dead Soldiers
Were Brought Home.
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A short time since, at Eureka, before
the Historical society of this county, I
read a paper on ‘‘Early Memories of
‘Woodford County,” to which your pres-
jdent of the Old Settlers’ association,
Mr. McGuire, was a listener, and per-
~ haps because of its local interest, more
than any other reason, he most earnestly

me to repeat at this meeting.
z eﬂ.ﬁere in response to a stranger,
h not in a strange land, stirred
aljxﬁ;é»of gratitnde and pleasure| -
, permitted to spend this day | to
on, and if I can offer anything
ou, shall surely be well

) this historic square, after
by and time with re-
has wrought so many
 retrospect, though
dows and sorrow, is
ny rays of sun-

s never to be
lagmates of my

%u : g
MAS. MARY P, EVANS.

her education. The P

called the ‘‘far west.”

the pioneer settl

L
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arke family also relocated to Bloomington.

In the Pantagraph, Mrs. Evans states that a favorite pastime of the
young men of the vicinity was a game of baseball attnitje ball being
composed of candle wicking soaked in turpentine. It was then set on
and when burning was knocked about with sticks.

As a small child, Mary watched the soldiers drilling before going to tr
MexicanWar (184648). She alsosemembered he packing of barrels

and crates of food and clothing to be shipped to Ireland for the relief |
the afaminestrickenpeople of the emerald isle.

o * jus ioned. Inthe native|]l ——outright and with no uncertain sound. | -~
Sdzent jest men goasd 2 3 ] His hearers always knew just what he e
forest near Metamora my father, Sam > A i peo
N i 336, hav- | meant. His early education, his rich|_.
S. Parke, settled in the year 1836, 5 S e ie | visi
i his home in Chester county, Pa, dopgtoeret anc i, Shsonlct e and) bl
Tugors 33 N hat was then experience, with that widening and|  ,
th sbel his: fortunc I WAS s a youn broadening of views gained, and alone o
Hefw;‘l‘oﬁénemf, to be gained by constant intercourse|, .
man of twenty four years, b‘: T with the world at large, greatly broad-|,
and emigentiy qualified = h" e ened and widened his religious nature|
; gment mt.cf. b flcixel and sweetened no little his later days of 2
came, endowed with a 5p‘n(11t o tl;_ life. The going out of sueh a life is a e
falness, cheerfulness ’mfl an ustr;i, G loss to his people and his neighbors. | .
gether w,i}h & mthhamcal lfno“- cCee Let us embalm his memory in the utter- ol
that wou'd make him useful in sughge most corners of our hearts and learn| .
~ commaunity. I trust I may be .paﬁdoned from his example the rich value of a|
“  for quoting from the “‘memorial” of a life devoted to truth and right and un-|,,
long time friend of his, who said: It selfishness.” : &
seems so strange that he can be dead. | ‘Father crossed to the other side Feb. 2
as only yesterday that he stood 1884, leaving a devoted wife and six|
side of us, in all the glory of man- ren to cherish his blessed memory. | |,
and seemed destined for many above date the dear wife and |
abor and usefulness. For th one daughter, Mrs. Helen |,
 a quarter of a century we joined the host on thel, .
ntimate friends and have y -
is imcomings and out to the new land, |,
'I}g;:m deed as well as ed a saw mill, pi

e s in winter as 1 and in the
f the lumber | 5
rouses, was |
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1 County Old Settlers’ Picnic in
By MARY PARKE EVANS, of Bloomington.
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‘e signed by Amos Kendal, at that date
I | postmaster general. This with hiscom-
»f [ mission of first surveyor of Woodford
3- | county, signed by Gov. Carlin, the
1, | seventh governor of Illinois, together | po
r- | with an old land warrant and other | pac
e [ 0ld papers, L turned over to the Histor-|of
y {ical society of this county at Eureka, | wi
r. | believing they will be cared for and | frc
:, | serve as a memorial of his services in |no
d | the early history of Woodford county. |va
e In Nov. 1839, my father was married | bo
y | to Miss L. Maria Kellogg, who with an |nu
g | elder sister, Marcia (who married Ed-|to
1| win Mathews, also a pioneer) were |en
among the early teachers of this vici- | tir
r [ nity and boarded with “Uncle Dan and |ea
- | Aunt Betsy McCorkle,” as verified by
old letters in my possession, written to| i
their mother, a widow and sister of |In
Wm. Rockwell, who was identified in |ar
the locating of “‘Hanover,” and whose | cg
widow, Mrs. Susan F. Rockwell, many | th
of you knew personally, having so long ! rx
lived among yow, who is at this writing | T
still living at Henry, Ill., advanced in |h
years, but remarkable in many respects | sc
for her handiwork and industry. o)
The new home to which my mother |a
was escorted was at the mill, built and |n
fm'nished by my father, and the|w
“retinue” foliowing the wedding, from |f;
the old to the new home, was much in|g
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y[ contrast with such events now. Nolnp
y[stately prominade to the ‘wedding|r

: malch" or ‘‘Oh Promise Me,” or the
i us “good-byes” of a trip to Europe, |
L merry load of friends on a wagon |1
n by oxen, with the usual property |
len who was establishing a |l
",‘e}' own, a feather bed, some | !
ote. The furniture, chairs |

will remember, for they

- use in the family. The

» of hickory bark, inter-

5 frames painted blue.

é‘-_h‘as ‘only recently suc-

ravages of time. In a

. ago, I observed the
' black walnut, over
of whitewash had
e outside had never
t than the dust

a ! were ]
it R Joists |
[ rapon {
d | A ladc
- \abode
> | Amor
¥ el
Py mort:
e and 1
e (little
t | roars
18 agal
& The Old Metamora House pr;)-p
3 whi
88| Ihave often heard my parents refer &
"S1to the winter of 1839 as among the most 5
% pleasant of their experience. It was e
" | then Mr. and Mrs. Cbas Rich came to %
i 1aud from Vexmont and o

1 the prairie ]and With :v(;
r before them, nothing ]
, 80 my parents offered to|Y°

dly faces of those dear
mber, in periodical | P

m near here in years
. - 5 1

-4

' recall

"| ons nature and listened to by those who

2| temples.

pioneer found to subsist upon in those{™
B

visits to their farm near here in years Mr. anc
after. my ple
My memories of the mill are limiteq | Metam
and aided to some extent only by heart- | 9POD
to-heart talks of my parents in years wat{; *
long past. These are a few I faintly ‘501_"5
A beautiful Sabbath day, when |F€¢ Cls
under the natural forest trees, seats|t® 8ig
having been arranged with lumber from | S€rve
the mill, services were held of a religi- | 804
hous
came in wagons or on horseback from |°nly
all the surrounding country. Congre-|the

"| gational singing ard the genuine fervor And

of old time religion prevailed. Sitting and

on my father’s arms, awe-stricken, such | €4 1
an impress was made, that 1 have|0Y
always regarded it as an introduction to | Ver
love of Nature and Nature’s God—a|Oof!
touch of druid worship in God’s first
Other recollections may serve | 1%
to enlighten those who have come upon | W'
the stage of action, as to what the of

v

days so lomg gone. The various pro-|&

lucts of summer’s sunshine in frults t
( getables, so carefully “sealed up” |®
ousewives now, was then am |
, and to imagine the aver-|!
pioneer ‘ ‘short of rations”

Wild game was

1d no law to prevent the
un at any season.
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N
tte ; the streams, were also to be had easily.
n- | Golden rings of pumpkin, apples and
rd | corn were dried for winter use. These
he | with the old-fashioned ‘‘pound for
et |pound” preserves and wild grapes,
ér_." ‘packed in large stone jars with plenty
r- | of brown sugar, to be used for pies, and
d crabapples, which after a light
‘a delicacy that we know

ays of “Burbanked”

"qtiantities,
ering and
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)an and | earned by the ‘‘sweat of the DIOW.

fied by
tten to | “‘ignorance is bliss it is folly to be wise.”

ster of |'In those days the deadly microbe was
fied in ! an unknown quantity or enemy, Now
whose | continually disturbing the mind with
the terrible disease of fear and a mad
rush to the hospital for every pain
Then nature furnished the remedy from
her own garden and administered by
some kindly disposed neighber, with no
previous course of training as nurse,
jother | and all went well. Who does not re-
t and | member the good Mother Wilkerson,

the | who administered many times in our
from | family and was always held in most
¢h in | grateful remembrance, only one of the

No | many kindly disposed residents of the
lding [ new settlement.

the! In 1843 business seems to have called
rope, | for‘onr removal to Metamora, the new
agon | name proposed for the abandoned Han-
lerty | over, ‘and the year the old Metamora
1g a| House of fame was built Having heard
ome | the oft repeated retrospect by my par-
ﬁiri ents regarding incidents connected with
hey | this old landmark, I have this to tell:
The | The sitting of court brought many law-
ter- | yers and others to town, and the acco-
ue. | modation being entirely inadequate, it
uc- [ became a question of how to accommo-
L these distinguished visitors. My
Iways alert in emergencies, de-
' ish hiwmself as landlord
of some willing woman

many
o long
yriting
ced in
spects |

Floors
n the

Sometimes we realy feel that where | D
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ciled om first floor. When morning
dawned, the first to descend the ladder
was Mr Lincoln, who soon found his
way to the kitchen where he remarked
he “always liked to be and see the
women cooking,” at the same time
taking upon his knee the wonder-eyed
youngster, at that time much in evi-
dence and who is now proud to relate
the incident as told her by indulgent
parents After the completion of the
Metamora. House, among its first pro-
lcal pnetors, and perhaps its first, was a
e and Mr Slms,whose children were
and whose exit from
remember. I stood

= limp’se of the

shed tears while|
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l——a of seventy-five years ago.

Just on the corner west of the hotel

just mentloned and facing this square,

on | W our home all the remaining years

of our residence in Metamora, and
he 1d pictures I have photo-

pon m memory, as seen hom




mmmmmm | |y forest and brought in loads and

placed upon a framework erected over
the tables to afford shade from the
beaming rays of the sun. From all over
,the ecounty came the pioneers with
well filled baskets and generously placed
them on the table for the benefit of all.

. and | and delicious pies, all making an indel-
hese [ lible impression upon my youthful

for {mind—and Oh! the thirst, (&)nstantly
ipes, | possessing me for a drink of ice water
anty | from barrels conveniently near, because
and | of the novelty, having never before in-
ght | dulged such luxury. The Declaration
iow | of Independence was read, a social time

—

3d” | followed and finally the dlspersmg of
of | the multitude.

ry| From this same vantage T

es, | have watched a ball game, once a

od | ite, played at night. A ball
fs'—i ‘wicking soaked in tarpen
g lighted and tossed from C(
sides with sticks, and the met
re. play Wwas very beautiful to yo
e My mother’s brothers, Price
lam Kellogg, the Blakeslys,
Jassells, Bartons, Rays, De »
1d many others were amon
Jpants

i The drilling prepara.tory_m
a.n war was done on th:

i a mad [eipants. :
ry pain The drilling preparatory to the Mexi-

ydy from [can war was done on this historic
ered by |ground, and many are the names re-
with no |corded in the history of Woodford
nurse, | county who were volunteers in this war
not re- | of long ago. I remember the gathering
kerson, | and packing of huge boxes and barrels
in our | of potatoes and clothing to be sent to
most | the suffering in Ireland caused by a
of the | potato famine, when our parents indus-
)f the |triously assisted in the work and
hastened these supplies on the way.
salled [Such were the pioneer people of this
new | county, whose great energy and gener:
Han- | ous hearts have made it blossom, a gar:
nora | den spot we are justly proud to claim as
sard | our birthright and among its old settlers
par- [ a parentage worthy to be rememberec
rith | by memorials better than words car
ell: | command. ;
iw-| My advent into school life was jus!
co- | over there and probably the first build
it |ing for that purpose erected in Meta
10- | mora It was a small frame building
Ty |mounted on blocks under which th
wind whistled at will. In the center o
{the room an old fashioned stove mm
which long sticks of wood were fed

 which the “big boys” Were required t
Oﬂt ;_>.Around the stove were long back
enches, upon which the smalle

were seated and T can well re

T o

.._~.
,-' o

s

-‘for study, but to protect »
the scorching heat from ﬁ.&
stove. Mr. Babcock was "]‘,
o Upon the increasing demand
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red-hot stove. Mr. Babcock was tE;
teacher. Upon the increasing demands
of the time, a brick schoolhouse was
erected, a two story pretentions build-
ing, and here too I was an attendant
under the tutilage of a Mr. Hutche 1s0n.

family ha 0"
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Irving It was there my first daguerre- kin
otype was taken by atraveling company the
of artists, who developed the old-style ste
polished plate and allowed a cuarious | 40
child to watch the process of making|Ut
ready And so om ad libitum I mightre- he
late “memories” of the long ago.

- Few stop to think of the contrast in
almost everything and just to set the £
| young people thinking and remind our-|¢
;| selves of the age of progress in which
IR : ntion just a few trans:

‘and atter days
~ luck migh!

L VRS 8]
(] AU Wuasrg === — . ]
grand pandrama spread ont to our viev
Communication by mail, the ouly meat
of the long ago betsween those near at
Jear, was limited to long periods. Tht
ot of paper was used al
m
- |

e
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V
near and yet 80O far away. Then noO R.
F. D.’s or parcel post to deliver daily in
our own private box on the premises,
4 but a lone horseman with saddle bags
containing mail reached certain deposi-
tories perhaps once in a week, leaving
mail for all those living within miles of
that post and to be called for as the
convenience of the people might afford.
Then no luxurient cushioned electric
mpt‘qr car, flying with speed like the
wind', conveyed the pioneers to chureh,
o market or for pleasure and ‘‘Mother
ton’s Prophecy’’ was a fantasy of

splint-bottomed chairs
ps, ambrellas to ward
straw in the bed of

1ges | pleasure required.
The amusement afforded the e:

gettler were quite varied. - Sing
axi- | schools held at the homes, where I b
yric | seen my father pinch the tuning t
re- | between his teeth, placing it upo
ord | hard surface, after which the prc
var | “‘pitch” was secured and such melot
ng | as ‘&I_’,ll.Hang My Old Harp On the V
els [ low Tree,” “‘Off to the Wars Agal
“‘Last Rose of Summer,” “Roll On
er Moon,” ‘‘The Watcher’’ or selecti
: mina Sacra” were 1
stic tremolos, bu:
$ tones that lin
ides these musi
ing bees, ¢

Wrti-
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r6 somethmg wrong, and after which this
1@ | man, well known a_,mong the residents

The Old Court House, erected in 1844

men and woment
Few are now left to tell the st

from actual experience and these me
ories are reminders of time long go
and of sturdy ancestors whose mem
should be kept green; whose decenda
should be proud to cherish for tl
ed Vcheelful endurmg and unselﬁsh i
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1. In the lower lefthand corner isa plat owned by ‘C. Rich. This may be the Charles Rich t
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hat stayed with the Parkes after moving to Metamora.

(i KS Hde Bréek whgrk thedckedkitudns fio Badst

to north. We know thesteamsaw mill needed water power and the Parkes lived in a cabin at the mill which was about a mile or so north of town
1915 OId Settlers address, Mary commented that the home hachtBckeen torn downlt appears there was an old rodehding tothe residence that

no longer exist
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J.C. Irving, son of Courthouse contractor David Irvimgte

about the Courthouse in the August 26, 1921 Hethidt
G{FYdzSt {d tFIN}S 6Fa& 2LISNI G
of the village in what is now known as tfieeenapasture and
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where the saw mill as located, approximately where Partridge

Creek turns north.

Mary also commented that the house had recently been torn
down. Thisl912LJt | &G R2Say Qi akKz2g | |



Redbird Girls Basketball Team Helps at the Stevenslmuse The 202621 Metamora High School girls basketball showed they have more
talent than just on the basketball court! As a community project, in October the ladies volunteered to help do some epdmrgjntenance of the
grounds at the Stevenson House, hewof the Metamora Association for Historic Preservation. The ladies did an amazing job! They had a lot of ft
polished off a large number of donuts! If the team is as good at BB as cleaning, look out MiGtimi!luck ladiesThanks so much, gis & dzLJS N




Beat 1em, BIRDS!

Contact Us Laure Adams, President, 362353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Dave Pohiman, Vice President369-3290;
pohiman46@yahoo.com 367-4426; Jim Efaw, Secretary, 3676099 or jimefaw -mahp@eggroll.com; Jack Weddle,
Treasurer, 6450963, jweddle@mtco.com; Board members: Lee Summer, 3674059, 635-0259, Isummer@mtco.com
Mary Curry, 367-2185, curry@mtco.com; Rick Lotz, 648-2010, lots@mtco.com

Questions, idedsove to hear from you



mailto:jrfarmer@mtco.com
mailto:pohlman46@yahoo.com
mailto:jweddle@mtco.com
mailto:lsummer@mtco.com
mailto:curry@mtco.com

