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From the Old Settlers History Woodford County 1877 by B.J. Radford 

WOLVES ROAMED THE AREA. “Prairie wolves were numerous and familiar neighbors. They gave the early farmer nocturnal concerts, and paid 

themselves from his sheep pen, or his tender piglings. They seem to have born this peptics and they’re always hungry. They would prowl in gangs and it was 
unsafe for a man to be among them alone at night. One of the favorite methods of exterminating them was the circle hunt, and was conducted as follows: as 
large a territory as practical was enclosed and the game-driven towards a central point, agreed upon beforehand. When the game was finally pinned by the 
riders near, the work of killing them began. The wolf which escaped through the line were chased down and dispatched with clubs. Deer would also be taken 
in the circles. Bounties were offered by the state for wolf scalps, and wolf hunting for a time became profitable. Money was scarce, and it was sometimes 
easier for the settlers to get enough scalps to pay his taxes. The poor wolf has about succumbed to his unceasing warfare, and we have seen his lank, familiar 
visage for almost the last time. To his old neighbors and acquaintances this is a matter of a small regret, which argues that Canus Lupus was a bad citizen.” 
Old Settler’s History Page14 

 

EYE WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD - “There were a few citizens, living chiefly above Metamora, who 

possessed an intense hatred to southern slavery, and did not represent respect the Fugitive Slave Law. Investigation before the grand jury showed that in all 

probability, there existed in this vicinity one of what were called the ‘stations of the underground railroad.’ These were nothing more nor less than 

hiding places for fugitive slaves who were trying to make their way to Canada. The stations would be at convenient distances, such as could be driven or 
walked in a night, and the fugitives would travel in the darkness, and find concealment, shelter and provisions during the day at the hands of people who 
thought they were doing right in thus defeating a cruel and unjust law. It seems that there was a station in Tazewell County, one in Woodford and one in 
Bureau County connecting with others north and south, forming a continuous line from the slave states to Canada. There existed many such lines and these 
running through the northern states, and many a poor negro followed them to liberty. The existence of this station soon became known to the citizens of 
the county, but many did not seem to wish to interfere, and had little inclination to wrest the captive from the hands of his helpers and send him back to 
slavery. Some, however regarded them as lawbreakers, and much prejudice was stirred up, and at times excitement ran very high. I believe, however, that 

little or no violence was ever resorted to in Woodford County on this account.”  Old Settlers History 1877 Pg 58 
 

LINCOLN STORY “While Judge Treat was presiding at Versailles, he would frequently summon the lawyers from their contests with the settlers in 

jumping and horseshoe pitching to attend to their business indoors. The officer would sometimes find Lincoln at these sports, with coat off and full of 

excitement, when needed in court. In those days the courtroom was the scene of the utmost good humor and hilarity. Jokes and antidotes were current, and 
attending court in the days of my boyhood, was better than a circus. The same spirit has not always characterized our legal proceedings, and I have witnessed 
in our County some disgusting and humiliating spectacles of bullying, browbeating and abuse. It is believed, however that this is a thing of the past, and our 
bar is at present characterized by a higher tone. Without attempting to blame anyone in particular, it is well for the fraternity to see to it that coarseness and 
profanity shall never again become so prevalent as formerly.” Old Settler’s History pages 61-62 
 

Pantagraph, June 27, 1884 

Pantagraph June 19, 1914 
 

This appeared in his obit 

 
Pantagraph February 23, 1883 

Pantagraph May 9, 1884 
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Pantgraph November 11, 1922 

 

 
Pantagraph January 26, 1900 

 
Pantagraph January 26, 1900 

 

`  
… can’t repeat - not appropriate today 

Pantagraph 1898  

The 23rd Judicial District consisted of Woodford, 
Putnam, and Marshall Counties. One judge and 
one state’s attorney served the district. Adlai 
Stevenson was the district state’s attorney, but 
was defeated for re-election in 1868. After his 
term expired, he moved to Bloomington and 
opened a practice with James Ewing. 
“Stevenson was a gentleman of polished 
manners with a distinguished bearing and 
winning personality. He possessed exceedingly 
fine social qualities, was a fine story-teller and 
politician par excellence.” W.L. Ellwood, June 
23, 1921  

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Questions, ideas - Love to hear from you 

Laure Adams, President, 369-2353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Dave Pohlman, Vice President 369-3290; 

pohlman46@yahoo.com 367-4426; Jim Efaw, Secretary,  367-6099 or jimefaw-mahp@eggroll.com; Jack Weddle, 

Treasurer, 645-0963, jweddle@mtco.com; Board members: Lee Summer, 367-4059, 635-0259, 

lsummer@mtco.com,Rick Lotz, 648-2010, lots@mtco.com, Adam Bockler adam.bockler@gmail.com 
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