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EARLY METAMORA LAWYERS.  “Metamora was the seat of Woodford County, and so continued until the fall of 

1896 when the county seat was moved to Eureka. Woodford County then formed a part of the 23rd judicial circuit 
consisting of Woodford, Marshall, and Putnam counties. In those days each circuit had a judge and a state's attorney. 
Judge Samuel L Richmond, of Lacon, was the Circuit Judge and Adlai E. Stevenson, of Metamora, was the state's 
attorney.  
“Judge Richmond was a very able judge, a man of integrity, but greatly given to drink, which was no special sin in 
those days. In 1865 the year of the bar of Woodford County consisted of John Clark, Charles Chitty, George Christian, 
Robert Cassell, Adlai Stevenson, Welcome Brown, and Cyrus Siles, all of Metamora; Colonel B.D. Meek and J. Albert 

Briggs were located at Eureka; at Minonk were Newell and Davidson, at El Paso were Randall, Harper, Sayan and 
Joseph Cassell, son of Robert Cassell, of Metamora Adlai Stevenson was a candidate for re-election as States 
Attorney in 1868, but was defeated by Smith Garrett, of Lacon. 
“After his term of office expired, he moved to Bloomington and formed a partnership with James Ewing (his 
cousin), the firm being known as Stevenson and Ewing. 
“Mr. Stevenson was a gentleman of polished matters, with a distinguished bearing and a winning personality. He 

possessed exceedingly fine social qualities, was a fine storyteller and a politician par excellence. He was twice elected to the Congress from 
Bloomington district and was afterwards first assistant postmaster general, and still later Vice President of the United States. I am informed 
that Samuel H Treat was the first judge to hold Court in Metamora. He was distinguished and afterwards became a United States judge. 
David Davis, of Bloomington, who was later United States senator from Illinois, a member of the Supreme Court of the United States.” 
Story furnished by W.L. Ellwood, a veteran attorney of Woodford County and Metamora to the Pantagraph June 23, 1921 
 

 

There was significant resistance to the draft during the Civil 
War. Metamora doctor Zach Whitmire (James’ brother) was in 
charge of issuing exemptions. Many young men requested an 

exemption for less than valid reasons. 
 

 

READ THIS!!! 
Son of the Officer Injured by Booth Gives Tribute to Lincon 

During Old Settlers, August 23, 1923 

 

Visit our Website at 

www.historicmetamora.com 

Like us on Facebook (Ctrl+click here)  

 

Adlai Stevenson 
About Age 30 

When Living in 
Metamora in 1865 

https://www.facebook.com/metamorahistory/?fref=ts


 

 

 

1860 Pantagraph 

Dr. Whitmire, James Baine, and Samuel Werk conspired 

through the 1840’s-1860’s to help runaway slaves move 

through Illinois to safety in Canada 

 

 

May 21, 1923, Pantagraph 

 

 
BRUTAL DEED TO THE ENGEL CATTLE 

 

 

The corbels and facia get a new coat of paint 
and restoration. 

Built in the late 1830s or early 1840s by Dr. 
George Lemon, Adlai Stevenson and wife 

Letitia lived there until they moved to 
Bloomington in 1868 The old girl – the 

house, not Letitia -has held up pretty well! 

 
Contact Us 
Questions, ideas - Love to hear from you 

Laure Adams, President, 369-2353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Dave Pohlman, Vice President 369-3290; 

pohlman46@yahoo.com 367-4426; Jim Efaw, Secretary,  367-6099 or jimefaw-mahp@eggroll.com; Jack Weddle, 

Treasurer, 645-0963, jackaweddle@gmail.com, Board members: Lee Summer, 367-4059, 635-0259, 

lsummer@mtco.com,Rick Lotz, 648-2010, lots@mtco.com, Adam Bockler adam.bockler@gmail.com 
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