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The Underground Railroad in Metamora Premiere.  June 22, 2025.  The premiere of the highly 
anticipated movie on the Underground Railroad in Metamora drew an impressive crowd, with nearly every seat filled at the 
MTHS auditorium. A total of 713 guests attended, filling the space with anticipation and enthusiasm. 

Following the screening, audience members expressed admiration for the quality and depth of the film. Many shared that 
they were not only entertained, but deeply informed by the movie's portrayal of Metamora's role in the fight for freedom. 
Attendee Deborah B. was very moved by the humanities' similarities to our world today. 

The evening was made even more special by the presence of several descendants of key historical figures featured in the 
film. Among them were Luann and Christi, descendants of the Morse family; descendants of the Ranney family; and a large 
group of relatives from the Kern and Dutton families. Their presence helped bridge the past and present, making the event 
all the more meaningful. 

Visitors traveled from five different states to attend the premiere, reflecting the growing interest in Metamora’s Underground 
Railroad history. 

Organizers extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who made the night possible, especially the families of the descendants, 
the many volunteers, sponsors, community supporters, and Metamora Township High School (MTHS) for their generous 
support and partnership. 

The success of the evening and the overwhelming response to the film underscore the importance of preserving and sharing 
local history. The story of Metamora’s Underground Railroad is one of courage, collaboration, and hope — and now, thanks 
to this film, it is reaching a broader audience than ever before. 

Thanks so much for your interest and continued support! 

 

  
Over 713 In Attendance The Panel Takes the Stage for Q&A 

 

  
Producers Laure, Levi, Jack and Droneman Trey Illinois UGRR Expert Larry McClellan Joins the Panel 

 

Visit our Website at 

www.historicmetamora.org 



Next Viewing!!… Many folks had to miss the premiere but have asked when the documentary will be shown again. Well, 
good news!! The movie will be shown on August 14 at the PEORIA RIVERFRONT MUSEUM! See the link below to get tickets. 
 

Thank you and upcoming screenings 

of The Underground Railroad in 

Metamora 

 

We just wanted to thank you for helping make the premiere of The 

Underground in Metamora a success. Since the premiere, a lot of you have 

reached out about additional screenings of the film and we’re excited to share 

that the Peoria Riverfront Museum will be hosting three screenings on August 

14th on the Giant Screen Theater. For more information or to get tickets, click 

on a link below. 

 

 

There is a separate link to each showtime to get tickets or you can link to this page that lists all the 
movies and showtimes. Here’s the Riverfront website. 
https://www.peoriariverfrontgst.org/movie-listings 
 

Or click directly to one of the showings… 
3 pm 
- https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59551&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peor
iariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx 
 

5 pm 
- https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59552&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peor
iariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx 
  

6:30 pm 
- https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59553&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peor
iariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx 
 
 

When Historians Gather, Amazing New Information is Shared! 
Here is some of what we learned when the premiere crowd exchanged stories. 

• Luann Erickson (granddaughter of Captain Parker Morse) – the Morse family came to America from England in 
1635.  

• One of their ancestors was Samuel Morse, inventor of the Morse Code. 

• Captain Parker Morse purchased more than just the farm he lived on. It included 1,288.21 acres for $1,610 all over 
the township. They were purchased 1/16/1836 (except for one later parcel) for $1.25/acre from the government. 

N 1/2 of N/W 1/4 Sect 3 
W 1/2 of SW 1/4, Sect 6 
E 1/2 of SW 1/4, Sect 7 
W 1/2 of SW 1/4, Sect 7 
E 1/2 of NW 1/4, Sect 21 
W 1/2, Sect 15 
NE 1/4, Sect 21 
SE 1/4, Sect 33 
SW 1/4, Sect 34 
NW 1/4, Sect 35 

• Kevin Walker (Dutton family) – in 1865 Henry Walker married Lorena Dutton. Henry was the treasurer of the 
Woodford County Bible Society and supplied Bibles to area residents. In addition, he was one of two cobblers in 
Metamora. Unfortunately, he was killed in the Civil War. 

• Joel A. Ranney was married to Captain Morse’s daughter. They moved to Metamora in 1838 from Vermont. The 
Morse family was from the same area in Vermont. 

https://us3.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%2F&xid=582e2c63b7&uid=229788786&iid=3a227681eb&pool=cts&v=2&c=1752535111&h=5c16431a9e665d1cec1131ccec50262d3cbb87a2ee0303f56db6f7fa45e432a5
https://us3.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%2Fgiant-screen-theater%2Fabout-the-gst--2&xid=582e2c63b7&uid=229788786&iid=3a227681eb&pool=cts&v=2&c=1752535111&h=2db4294c63f94967eb814b801909d8a0204db6057c9fd683de7b415bb11ca2d4
https://www.peoriariverfrontgst.org/movie-listings
https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59551&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx
https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59551&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx
https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59552&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx
https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59552&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx
https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59553&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx
https://cart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org/Performance.aspx?pid=59553&cal=https%3a%2f%2fcart.peoriariverfrontmuseum.org%3a443%2fcalendar.aspx


• Captain Morse was veteran of th War of 1812. His father fought in the Revolutionary War. 

• Kern Family – Margaret Kern married James Blackburn. However, both died within eight days of each other in 1838 
in Washington. Their deaths left a one-year-old, James Blackburn, without parents. James Kern sued the other Kern 
siblings for support of the child, his half-cousin. Their attorney, Abraham Lincoln, was successful. This case may be 
the connection that George relied on later when Lincoln represented him in 1845 for harboring a slave. 

 

Changing the subject, here’s some Lincoln favorites from 
www.PresidentLincoln.Illinois.gov/PicturingLincoln 

 
Abe and Mary 1861 

 
Fido – Lincoln’s 

Dog 

 
Old Bob – Abe’s Horse 

 

Contact Us 
Questions, ideas –  
Love to hear from you 

Laure Adams, President, 369-2353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Adam Bockler, Vice President, 
adam.bockler@gmail.com, Jim Efaw, Secretary, 367-6099 or jimefaw-mahp@eggroll.com; Jack 
Weddle, Treasurer, 645-0963, jackaweddle@gmail.com; Board members: Lee Summer, 367-4059, 
635-0259, lsummer@mtco.com; Rick Lotz, 648-2010, lots@mtco.com; Ken Schmillen, 
regken92@gmail.com 

 


