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Did You Know that Metamora Once Had a Calaboose? 
Most Metamora history buffs know about the old Woodford County jail (still standing on East Partridge Street). Built in 1852, it served Woodford 
County until the county seat was moved to Eureka in the 1890’s. 
But did you know that Metamora also had a calaboose?  
We found the story below in the 1891 Evening Peorian. Accompanied by Metamora native, attorney Sam Page, the Evening editor visited 
Metamora and submitted this story. Although it doesn’t identify the location, the description seems to point us to the old calaboose behind the 
Courthouse. Calabooses were used to lockup its guests for short term violations such as being intoxicated, minor offenses, being a vagrant, etc. 
Their stay was normally just overnight.  
The Stanford Fire map shows the old log structure – later covered with bricks – in the 1893 and 1910 village map. 

 
Here’s the report…”the Andersonville of Illinois” 

   
   

   
Former Home of Milo Ranney – 1920  

across from Kirby Foods 

Milo’s Wife Ruth, Eloise, Brooks, 

Richard 1920  (Barn Behind) 

Nicolas Baker Built for his New Bride 

but died before getting married 
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Creative Math Used in the Vote for the Courthouse Location in 1883 – Maybe Deja vu? 
The Chillicothe Independent newspaper reported that “out of a voting population of less than 4,500 in the county, 5,024 of them are in favor of 
removal” of the Courthouse from Metamora.” 
The folks in Metamora voted for Roanoke as the new county seat because they thought it would be easier to defeat Roanoke in the final vote 
than to defeat Eureka. Also “Metamora folks claim that Roanoke and Eureka had a combination for their undoing.” 
 
 

What’s the Difference between a Log Cabin and a Log Home? 
The guide on a recent New Salem tour explained that a log home featured square-cut logs – ie the round edges were removed with a whipsaw. 
The result was straight walls – both on the interior and exterior. This was important so cladding could be affixed to the exterior to make the 
home more air tight. On the interior, some type of plaster-like material could be added to make the home even more air tight. These steps also 
helped reduce the need to repair any gaps between the logs each year. And by using straight edged sawn timber, the gaps were greatly reduced. 
Log cabins used uncut logs and were mainly used for barns and storage.   

 

 

At the 1932 Old Settlers that celebrated the reconstruction of the Courthouse, these 8 persons were the only survivors who remembered either 
knowing Lincoln or heard him speak. L to R: Peter Sommer, 84, Metamora; Miss Emma Scott, 87, Washington; Dr. R.J. Radford, 93, Eureka; T.W. 
Stevenson, 81, Hudson; John Noirot, 81, and Mrs. Noirot, 79, Peoria; W.A. Davidson, 95, Eureka, and Joseph Martin, 80, Metamora. Mr. 
Stevenson is the brother of Adlai Stevenson. He was present when his brother took his oral bar examination, Abraham Lincoln being one of the 
examiners, and it was Mr. Lincoln who recommended that Mr. Stevenson start his practice of law at Metamora.  

 

At the same celebration, a reenactment of a Lincoln trial was featured in the Courthouse. Judge George T. Page of Peoria is presiding at the same 
desk used there when Lincoln pleaded his cases, 1847 to 1857. Other actors were C.S. Holman of Eureka, clerk swearing in the witness, who is 
L.J. Freese, president of the Woodford Historicical SocietyJudge W.H. Foster of Eureka who protrayed Lincoln and Charlse Williams, Sheriff F.O. 
Pifer, J.C. Snyder, Peter Shepherd, Frank Giehl, M.J. Ranney, W.K. Briggs, Charles Conad, W.H. Brubaker, J.A. Minger, F Ridge, Frank Leonard, Frank 
Wagner, Amos Marshall, J.P. Sheid, and Earl Mason. R.M. Barnes of Lacon served as an attorney and Dr. George Zeller was the bailiff.  

Contact Us Questions, ideas – Love to hear from you Laure Adams, President, 369-2353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Adam Bockler, Vice President, adam.bockler@gmail.com, Jenny Micheletti, 

Secretary, 657-3197, jennybee811@gmail.com; Jack Weddle, Treasurer, 645-0963, jackaweddle@gmail.com; Board members: Lee Summer, 367-4059, 635-0259, lsummer@mtco.com; Rick Lotz, 648-2010, 
lots@mtco.com; Ken Schmillen, 309-369-0538 schmika63@gmail.com 

 


